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New analysis finds mining tyre regulations failing to deliver circular economy outcomes
A new report commissioned by the Australian Tyre Recyclers Association (ATRA) has found that current regulatory settings across Australia’s major mining states are failing to support the recovery and recycling of off‑the‑road (OTR) mining tyres.
The report, prepared by Urban EP, reviewed regulatory and licensing frameworks in Western Australia, New South Wales and Queensland. It concludes that despite significant investment in recycling infrastructure, recovery rates for mining tyres remain critically low - at around 2% -with the vast majority of tyres still disposed of on-site through “in‑pit” burial.
ATRA said the findings highlight a fundamental misalignment between existing regulations and Australia’s and the states of WA, QLD and NSW circular economy objectives.
Robert Kelman, Executive Officer, ATRA, said; ‘the report confirms that current frameworks continue to favour disposal over recovery, even where viable recycling options now exist.
‘Australian recyclers with government support have invested heavily in tyre recycling capability, including specialised infrastructure to process large OTR mining tyres. However, these facilities are being significantly underutilised because regulatory settings still allow low-cost on-site disposal to remain the default option,’ said Kelman
‘In practice, mining approvals and environmental licences focus on managing local environmental risks, but they rarely require companies to seriously consider or adopt recycling pathways, said Kelman
The report found that across all three states:
· regulatory frameworks prioritise site-based risk management over resource recovery outcomes;
· waste hierarchy principles are weakly applied in practice;
· licence conditions rarely require or incentivise recycling; and
· regulators have limited ability to mandate alternatives where disposal is deemed acceptable.
At the same time, the report notes that market conditions have changed significantly. Australian recyclers, principally ATRA members, now have the capacity to process large-scale mining tyres into valuable materials for domestic and international markets, including applications in civil construction, manufacturing and emerging tyre‑to‑tyre recycling supply chains.
Despite this progress, current settings continue to favour in‑pit disposal, undermining both industry investment and opportunities to recover valuable materials.
ATRA said the report identifies a clear pathway for reform, including:
· embedding stronger requirements for mining tyre management in approvals and licences;
· clarifying how the waste hierarchy should be applied in mining operations;
· updating regulations, policies and guidance to reflect current recycling capability; 
· requiring mining operations to thoroughly assess options for recycling rather than on site disposal, rather than just ‘tick the box’ in these assessments; and
‘There is now a clear opportunity to modernise regulatory settings to reflect the capabilities of the recycling sector and the expectations of a circular economy,’ said Kelman.
With the right reforms, Australia can shift from a system that passively enables disposal to one that actively supports recovery, unlocking existing investment, reducing long-term environmental liabilities and creating new economic value, ‘ said Kelman
ATRA is engaging with governments, regulators and industry stakeholders to progress practical reforms that improve recovery outcomes for mining tyres and better align the sector with national resource recovery objectives.
Robert Kelman, Executive Officer, ATRA
0423573278
(A copy of the report and a summary of this are both available on request)
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